
COVID-19 Update @
Tinley Park-Park

District!
From the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the health and safety of the Tinley Park-
Park District’s members and patrons has been at the forefront of all our decisions.
The District has followed the recommendations provided by Federal, State and local
agencies such as the Centers for Disease Control and the Illinois Department of Public
Health.

The Restore Illinois plan issued on May 6 by Governor Pritzker’s office provides a
general outline for the State to move forward in the coming months. However, many
ambiguities remain. Specifically, defining the restrictions called for in each phase of
the plan as they would apply to the Tinley Park-Park District facilities, programs and
special events.

As the details for each of the restrictions are defined, we can make decisions on
reopening facilities and programs while abiding by the specified safety protocols. Like
you, we are anxious to get back to the business of recreation!

This is a trying time for everyone. We truly appreciate your patience and support
while we navigate the myriad considerations required to provide the safest possible
parks and recreation environment for everyone. We will continue to share all updates
and new information with you through our website, social media and Park District
emails. Please check back often for the latest information. Thank you.

Your health and safety are our priority. Due to the
COVID-19 restrictions in effect, White Water Canyon
cannot open on May 30. We are awaiting guidance
from the Illinois Department of Health and the
governor’s office to determine when and if opening is
feasible. We will keep you informed of all updates as
we receive these guidelines.  Please watch our social
media, website and Park District emails for further
information.

For those who purchased a 2020 White Water Canyon membership pass, you will
receive a full refund of the purchase price or have the refund applied as a household
credit for future use. Members will receive an email early next week with full details.

SUMMER DAY CAMP UPDATE
May 12, 2020

https://www.sssravirtual.org


Dear Camp Families,
I want to give you an update on Tinley Park-Park District Summer Camps as we
near what was to be the start date of our programs. Taking into consideration
Governor Pritzker’s 5 phase plan and the fact that we are still awaiting final
guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health, Centers for Disease
Control and American Camp Association, the window of time to adequately
prepare is shrinking. Therefore, we have made the very difficult decision to
cancel the first 4 weeks of camp. We will be reaching out in the coming days to
families currently enrolled in these first 4 weeks of camps regarding refunds.

At this time, we look to move forward with a plan to have camp begin on July 6.
As I am sure you understand, this is a very fluid situation with guidelines and
restrictions that may further influence the new proposed start of camp. Tinley
Park-Park District wants to conduct the summer program as we have in the past
but understands that camp will undoubtedly be very different this year. Social
distancing, limited activities with social interactions and the removal of field
trips are the start of how camp will change. The Tinley Park-Park District
employs dynamic and experienced staff and I am confident we will continue to
create a program that is safe, fun and socially appropriate as we move forward.

We are currently developing multiple camp-like experiences in the event we are
unable to have a traditional day camp programs and will announce them as they
come to fruition. Any changes to camp and additional program offerings will be
communicated to you via email and social media.

Thank you for choosing our summer programs for your children. We cherish the
time spent developing and nurturing the relationships, social and emotional
growth, and fun experiences that are created each summer. Our camp family is
grieving these unprecedented changes just as you are. We will continue to move
forward during these difficult times with the same positive outlook and detailed
planning and feel confident we will come back together soon. Until camp
begins-stay healthy, stay positive, stay hopeful!

Meghan Fenlon
Superintendent of Recreation
Tinley Park-Park District
708-342-4213
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